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The Rev. Harold P. Scanlin, 87, died at his home at Waldheim Park in
Allentown, PA, on May 19, 2024. Rev. Scanlin was a noted theologian and
Bible scholar. He was the husband of Grace Lenore (Logue) Scanlin. The
couple celebrated their 64th wedding anniversary in April. 

Rev. Scanlin was born March 20, 1937, to Harold H. Scanlin, former bishop of
the Evangelical Congregational Church, and Carolyn (Kichline) Scanlin. 

In addition to his wife, Lenore, his survivors include sister, Joan Fenstermaker,
wife of the deceased Rev. Roger Fenstermaker, Allentown, PA; daughter,
Susan Elisabeth (Scanlin) Mazza, married to Joseph Mazza, Bethlehem, PA;
son John Harold Scanlin, Allentown, PA; grandchildren: Michael Mazza,
Allentown, PA; Katelyn Mazza, married to Ian Carey, Oxford, NJ; and Grace
Elisabeth Mazza, Bethlehem, PA. 

Rev. Scanlin retired in 2003 from United Bible Societies, where he had served
as Consultant on Scholarly Editions and Helps since 1995 and as Translation
Advisor from 1988 to 1995. From 1979 to 1988 he served as Special
Secretary for Translations for the American Bible Society and from 1966 to
1979 as Librarian and Associate Professor of Hebrew for the Evangelical
Theological Seminary in Myerstown, PA. He served as pastor at Evangelical
Congregational Churches in East Petersburg, Hatfield, and Brownstown, PA.



He was currently a member of New Bethany Evangelical Congregational
Church, Allentown. 

 

Rev. Scanlin graduated from Moravian College in 1958; Evangelical
Theological Seminary and Palmer Theological Seminary (formerly Eastern
Baptist Theological Seminary) in 1968; and the Graduate School of Library
Science at Villanova University in 1972. He had also studied at Dropsie
College for Hebrew and Cognate Learning, Philadelphia, PA, as part of the
Advanced Doctoral Studies program. 

Rev. Scanlin was an author, contributing author, and editor of numerous
scholarly theological publications. He authored the book, The Dead Sea
Scrolls and Modern Translations of the Old Testament, published by Tyndale
House in 1993. He had served as Book Review Editor for The Bible
Translator; Editor of the series Textual Criticism and the Translator; Editor of
Evangelical from the Beginning; served on the Editorial committee for Biblia
Hebraica Quinta; and served as Vice President and Editor of Religious and
Theological Abstracts. 

Rev. Scanlin also served as Secretary-Treasurer for the International
Organization for Masoretic Studies; President of the Historical Society of the
Evangelical Church; and Past President of the Evangelical Congregational
Waldheim Park Association. He was a long-time collector of ECWPA historical
memorabilia and souvenir photos and books. 

 

Services will be held at 11:00 AM, Saturday, June 1st in the Tabernacle at E.
C. Waldheim Park, 2400 S. Hall St., Allentown. A calling hour will precede the
service from 10:00-11:00 AM. Interment will be private. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the E.C. Waldheim
Park Association, 2400 S. Hall St., Allentown, PA 18103.





Previous Events

Calling Hour

JUN 1. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

E.C. Waldheim Park
2400 S. Hall St.
Allentown, PA 18103

Service

JUN 1. 11:00 AM (ET)

E.C. Waldheim Park
2400 S. Hall St.
Allentown, PA 18103
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Craig Siegfried - May 24, 2024 at 08:39 AM

I liked Hal’s sense of humor. I also appreciated his wisdom on
things. If he stated something, there was no more discussion on my
end, I knew it was reliable. My surprise at some of the common
music we both enjoyed outside of sacred music. I will miss Hal. I’m
glad we participated in retreats at Twin Pines together.

Robert and Elaine Beers - May 22, 2024 at 08:34 PM

Remembering John was a great friend to our son Jonathan Beers.
Sincere sympathy to all of you. Bob and Elaine Beers

Barbara Daneker - May 22, 2024 at 09:39 AM

Dear Lenore and family, I am so sorry for the loss of Hal. You both
were great friends and very loyal devotees to God and all of your
friends who also served Him. Hal will be missed but we all know he
is now standing at the feet of Jesus. I can imagine Bob greeting Hal
and the many stories they will be sharing. I will be praying for peace
and comfort for you and your family as you face each new day. Love
and Prayers, Barb Daneker

Donna Conley - May 21, 2024 at 03:09 PM

Lenore, I was sirry to hear if Hals passing. He was a great person
and such an accomplished theologian. He will surely be missed. I
am honored to know you and to have known Hal! Many Blessings to
you and your family during this sorrowful time. Donna Conley
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Robert and Elaine Beers - May 21, 2024 at 08:38 AM

We have so many great memories of HAL. So sorry to hear of your
loss. Sincerely Bob and Elaine Beers

Kathy Caldwell-Harris - May 20, 2024 at 08:45 PM

Sending our love to all. Hal was such an influence on all of our lives
especially Jerry and I as he married us 30 years ago. It was always
a pleasure to chat with Hal and we will surely miss his wisdom and
faith.

David Charles Smith - May 20, 2024 at 05:21 PM

Gayle and I offer our deepest sympathy to Lenore, Susan, and the
entire family.

Phil Schantz - May 20, 2024 at 04:09 PM

BECAUSE WE GREW UP TOGETHER AT SEIBERT AND
WALDHEIM I ALWAYS CALLED HIM BUTCH, WHEN WE WERE
AT SEIBERT AND YOUNG I WAS ALWAYS AMAZED HOW
INTELLIGENT HE WAS; ON ONE OCCASION HE MEMORIZED
ALL THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. I ALSO HAD LUNCH WITH HIM
WHEN HE WORKED IN NEW YORK. PRAYERS FOR YOU
LENORE, RIP BUTCH....PHIL SCHANTZ


